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GATESHEAD FOODBANK REPRESENTATIVES
JOIN NATIONAL LOBBY AT WESTMINSTER TO

CALL FOR URGENT WELFARE REFORM
On June 18th, 5 representatives from
Gateshead Foodbank joined over 700
delegates from foodbanks and partner
organisations across the UK at Westminster
to call for urgent action on the UK’s failing
welfare system.

Speaking on behalf of Gateshead Foodbank’s
dedicated staff and volunteers, we
participated in a national Parliamentary
lobby organised to highlight the growing
crisis facing people who rely on Universal
Credit and other benefits. The event brought
together frontline organisations - including
Citizens Advice and Trussell - to urge MPs to
address the serious shortfall in welfare
payments that is forcing people to turn to
foodbanks for basic survival.

Our Representatives, Jackie Beeley, Jana
Pokutova, Iain Burdis, Lesleyann Watson and

Maureen Duffy outside Parliament

“It was a privilege to represent Gateshead Foodbank at such a powerful and hopeful event. The
atmosphere was electric—filled with faith, hope, and a deep sense of purpose. As the Bible says
‘For where two or more are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.’ And
it did feel that the Holy Spirit was with us.”
 
The day began at the Emmanuel Centre, where hundreds gathered before attending Prime
Minister’s Questions and meeting with MPs. We met directly with Liz Twist MP, and Mark Ferguson
MP, who were already well-versed in the facts and open to hearing first-hand experiences from
those working on the frontline of food poverty.

“We talked about how benefit cuts might seem like short-term savings, but the long-term cost
to individuals, families, and our welfare system is enormous,” The key asks put forward during
the lobby included: 
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– Poppy Brown
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Increasing the basic rate of Universal Credit to meet the cost of essential goods and
services such as food, fuel, and hygiene items;

Capping deductions taken from benefits for debt repayments or sanctions, which leave
many unable to afford the essentials; 

Establishing an independent body to regularly review and adjust benefit levels in line
with the actual cost of living.

The event was described by attendees as transformational. MPs from across the political
spectrum engaged in thoughtful conversations, many acknowledging the urgent need for
reform.

“People should not be relying on food banks as a matter of course. We hope this is just the
beginning of sustained action to ensure that the most vulnerable in our communities are
supported with dignity and compassion.”

Thank you to our Local Organiser, Diane Kindred for organising this event with Trussell but
who was sadly unable to attend on the day.

Jackie Beeley, Iain Burdis, Maureen Duffy, Lesleyann Watson and Jana Pokutova

Following Rebekah Scott’s decision to dedicate herself full-time
to her business venture, we recently advertised for the vacant
position of Deputy Project Manager. We’re pleased to announce
that Poppy Brown has been appointed as Rebekah’s successor.
Poppy shared the following introduction:

"Hi, my name is Poppy Brown. I am the new full-time Deputy
Manager based at our main distribution centre in central
Gateshead. I joined in April 2025 and have spent my first few
months getting to meet our amazing volunteers.

I’ve lived in Gateshead for 7 years now but I’m originally from Sunderland. Prior to this role, I
completed an apprenticeship at a local food pantry/café in Chopwell, which inspired a passion
for supporting local communities.“

Poppy not only meets all the qualifications for the role but also truly embodies the values and
vision of our team. Her commitment to community support and her hands-on experience make
her an exciting addition to our leadership.

WESTMINSTER LOBBY DAY
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We’re seeing a continuing, slight decrease in the
number of people requiring emergency food
assistance. During the first half of this year, from
January to June, the Foodbank provided
emergency food parcels to a total of 3,527 people
(2,542 adults and 985 children). This marks a
reduction of 13.7% compared to the same period
in the previous year, when 4,087 people (2,824
adults and 1,263 children) were served.

While the decrease in demand is encouraging, it is
important to recognise that the need for
foodbanks remains significant. The small decline
does not indicate an end to food insecurity or the
necessity for foodbanks. 

In light of the ongoing need, donations remain
crucial to the Foodbank's operations. Both food
and financial contributions are essential to
ensure that Gateshead Foodbank can continue to
provide assistance to those in need. Community
support plays a pivotal role in sustaining the
Foodbank's efforts and ensuring that it can meet
the demands of the community.

Latest Figures
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We pray for everyone who uses the Foodbank, that they may find comfort and sustenance in
their times of need. May they feel the warmth of community and the reassurance that they are
not alone in their struggles.

We ask for your guidance and support for everyone involved in Gateshead Foodbank. May they
find the resilience to overcome challenges and the courage to keep going. 

Let us express our gratitude for, and seek God’s blessings on Gateshead Foodbank. Be thankful for
the selfless trustees, staff and volunteers who give their time and energy to help those in need.
May they continue to find the strength and compassion to carry on their important work.

Prayer Point

May Gateshead Foodbank continue to be a beacon of hope
and a testament to the power of community spirit. 

In your infinite wisdom and love, we trust.
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Thank You, Tesco and Tesco Customers 

Our recent supermarket collection event held at Tesco Extra,
Trinity Square on the 13th and 14th June was a remarkable
success. We are continually amazed and humbled by the
generosity of the community, and this occasion was no
exception.

During the two-day collection, Tesco's customers donated over two tonnes of food and toiletries.
This incredible contribution will go a long way in supporting those in need within our community.
The variety and volume of donations reflect the compassionate spirit of everyone who
participated.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone involved. The success of this event would not have
been possible without the dedication and enthusiasm of our volunteers. They generously gave up
their time on Friday and Saturday to ensure the event ran smoothly and efficiently. 

A Community
Effort: The Beer
Drop Book Fair

Success
The Beer Drop is Low Fell's first craft-beer led
micro pub. They stock a constantly changing
roster of eight craft beers, showcasing the best
of locally brewed beers.

The Beer Drop Book Club found themselves with a generous donation of books. While grateful,
they were not sure what to do with them. Then came a brilliant suggestion: host a book fair to
support Gateshead Foodbank. The excitement was contagious, and soon, the Beer Drop bakers
joined in, offering to bake delicious cakes to sell at the event.

The Beer Drop’s wonderful customers played a pivotal role in bringing this idea to life. In June
many of them gathered at this community pub to browse through the books and savour the
homemade cakes. Their support extended beyond purchases, as numerous food donations were
made, showcasing the true spirit of generosity and unity.

Best of all, thanks to everyone’s kindness and support, the Beer Drop raised nearly £500! Along
with the monetary contributions, a substantial amount of food was collected for those in need.
On Tuesday night, Julie, Ali, and Amy proudly presented the proceeds to The Gateshead
Foodbank, knowing that their collective efforts would make a significant difference.


